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February 13, 2009

The Honorable Tom Vilsack

U.5. Department of Agricuiture

Stop 0233, Room 2958 — South Building
1400 Independence Ave, SW
Washington, DC 20250-0233

Dear Secretary Vilsack:

The California Grain and Feed Association represent over 230 members of the grain and feed
industry in California. Our members are responsible for providing high guality feed and
numerous other services to animal agricutture in the state of California. We are integral part of
the system that provides safe and pientiful Dairy products to the United States.

It is apparent that the Dairy Industry in California, most who are family farmers, is in the midst of a
crisis. We urge you to support the current requests of the Dairy Groups in California and
Congressmen Costa and Cardoza.

We support the following actions to assist the Dairy Industry in California.

»  Reinstating the Dairy Export Incentive Program {DEIP). This is & useful tool to help
stabilize product supply and demand.

= Increased dairy and beef product purchases for use in nutrition assistance and feeding
programs. Increasing the distribution of nutritious foods to food banks and other
programs will help siruggiing farmers and those in need of assistance without disrupting
the market for these products.

»  Purchases of butter, powder and cheese by the Commadity Credit Corporation.  These
purchases will assist in stabilizing the market for higher value products that greatly
benefit those in need and farmers.

In addition, we encourage you and the Department to utilize the resources on hand to assist the
Dairy farmers in California during this difficult time. We can attest that the impact of this crisis
goes well beyond the Dairy farmers themselves. It impacts the 10 plus hands that all have a role
in insuring we provide safe, reliable and economical food to our nation.

Cc: Congressman Cardoza
Congressman Costa
Senator Feinstein
Senator Boxer
Western United Dairyman
Alliance of Western Milk Froducers
Milk Producers Council
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